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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 27005 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ECON PINT PFOR PGOV TH 

SUB J : GOVERNMENT POSTPONES RICE PRICE INCREASES 

REF: BANGKOK 26894 

1. FACED WITH LABOR UNIONS AND POLITICAL OPPOSITION, THE 
KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT HAS POSTPONED THE RETAIL PRICE INCREASES 
FOR RICE FROM JANUARY 1 TO JANUARY 15. SOME UNION LEADERS 
HAVE SAID THAT THEY WILL GO AHEAD WITH THEIR PLANNED STRIKE 
ON JANUARY 2 ANYWAY. 

2. THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSED TO USE THE 2-WEEK POSTPONEMENT 
FOR A PUBLIC RELATIONS CAMPAIGN TO EXPLAIN THE NEED FOR 
PRICE INCREASES AS WELL AS DEVELOP PROGRAMS TO EASE THE 
BURDEN ON THE INCREASED PRICES ON THE POOR. ACCORDING TO 

A SOURCE AT THE BOARD OF TRADE, THE GOVERNMENT WILL 
ESTABLISH A FOOD STAMP PROGRAM TO SUBSIDIZE RICE PURCHASES 
BY HOUSEHOLDS EARNING LESS THAN 2000 BAHT (100 DOLLARS) 

A MONTH. PREVIOUS ELIGIBILITY FOR PURCHASING RICE AT 
SUBSIDIZED PRICE WAS LIMITED TO THOSE EARNING LESS THAN 
1000 BAHT MONTHLY. 

3. COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT MISHANDLED THE SITUATION 
ORIGINALLY BY GIVING TOO MUCH ADVANCE NOTICE OF THE INCREASES. 
POSTPONING THE ACTION FOR YET ANOTHER 15 DAYS WILL BE 
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THE GOVERNMENT'S LEADERSHIP AND ABILITY TO ENFORCE ITS OWN 
DECISIONS. THE GOVERNMENT IS HOEPFUL OF DIFFUSING THE 
ISSUE THROUGH SOME PLAN FOR FOOD STAMPS COMBINED WITH 
CONSULTATIONS WITH LABOR UNIONS AND A GENERAL CAMPAIGN 
TO EXPLAIN THE CONNECTION BETWEEN INCREASE RETURN TO 
FARMERS AND THE NEED TO RASIE PRICES AT THE RETAIL LEVEL. 

THE GOVERNMENT'S BACKDOWN ON RICE INDICATE THAT 
IT WILL ALSO RENEGE ON PLANS TO ALLOW PETROLEUM PRODUCT 
PRICES TO GO UP IN JANUARY. 

MASTERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: RICE, POLICIES, PRICES, PUBLIC ATTITUDES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 31 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: izenbeiO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BANGKO27005 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750450-1169 
From: BANGKOK 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 22/aaaaabpc. tel 

Line Count: 71 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 BANGKOK 26894 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: izenbeiO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 JUL 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <20 NOV 2003 by izenbei0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GOVERNMENT POSTPONES RICE PRICE INCREASES 
TAGS: ECON, PINT, PFOR, PGOV, TH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



